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estimate the isolation of the Maghribine and the Near.
Eastern Muhammadan countries. Except for sundry
trade contacts and the ties of a faith common to both,
the two lived in almost water-tight compartments, and the
weakening of the one could never react favourably or un-
favourably on the other. In this respect, therefore, the
crusade did not help the real cause of the Latins in the
Levant. The long-lost Kingdom of Jerusalem remained
as forlorn in 1390 as it had already been after the disastrous
and abortive crusade of St. Louis in 1270. The Barbary
expedition of Louis de Bourbon, nevertheless, seems to have
impressed the contemporary mind as a result of another
misconception. The Duke, it was firmly believed, had
wrested from the Berber kings an honourable treaty which
was a justification for the campaign. His return to Europe
was a triumphant one; and except for the solitary voice of
Froissart,1 who held the view that Coucy was more suited
for the leadership of the host than Bourbon, the writers of
the time almost unanimously acclaimed him as a champion
of the faith and a victor over the unfaithful. In reality,
the crusade neither made territorial acquisitions in Africa
nor humiliated the Barbary kings in any practical sense.
Al-Mahdiya was left undamaged and the Berber army far
from annihilated. The Arab chronicler of the Mgharib,
ibn Khaldun, simply mentions the end of the expedition as a
defeat for the Christians and a triumph for the arm of Islam.2
The terms of the treaty as concluded before the embarkation
of the host, although favourable to Genoese interests, fell
short of the main object of the campaign. It would even
seem doubtful whether the Arab monarch was not merely
playing for time. The attack of his horsemen on the
Christians as they boarded the galleys after his approval of
the terms of peace indicates that he was not too ardent in his
intention to keep them. It was, indeed, not until 17
October of the following year after much procrastination
that a stable treaty 3 was concluded with Genoa. By this,
1 See, for example, XIV, 251.                   2 Kimb al-'lbar, VI, 400.
3 Arck. di Stato, Genova, Materie politiche, Mazzo 10; cf. Mas Latrie,
Traitfs de paix, 243-4, The Genoese envoys to the court of Abul-'Abbas
Abu-Bakr at Tunis were Gentile de Grimaldi and Lucchino de Bonavey.